February 22, 2018

Raymond J. Kinder
Superintendent

Dear Families:

Tamaqua Area High School
500 Penn Street
Tamaqua, PA 18252
Phone: (570) 668-1901
Fax: (570) 668-2970
Tamaqua Area Middle School
502 Penn Street
Tamaqua, PA 18252
Phone: (570) 668-1210
Fax: (570) 668-5027
Tamaqua Elementary School
1 Boyle Avenue
Tamaqua, PA 18252
Phone: (570) 668-3306
Fax: (570) 668-3235
West Penn Elementary School
185 School Drive
New Ringgold, PA 17960
Phone: (570) 386-5051
Fax: (570) 386-3226
Rush Academy
50 Meadow Avenue
Tamaqua, PA 18252
Phone: (570) 668-6932
Fax: (570) 668-6858

With the tragic events that have occurred in numerous settings across the world, I wanted to
inform you of some of the strategies related to student safety that we employ and to ask for
your help in addressing expectations with your child.
The faculty, staff and students in our schools participate in numerous drills during the year,
including but not limited to lockdown drills, fire drills and weather emergency drills. Security
cameras, building/room access procedures, door locks, and staff greeters are a few items
utilized to make students feel safer. Faculty and staff take part in safety trainings, crisis plan
meetings and policy review sessions to better prepare for unexpected circumstances.
Cooperation with law enforcement, including daytime walk-throughs occur as a deterrent and
to allow officers to become familiar with our buildings. To support our students, we have
increased access to counseling services, assemblies promoting positive self-worth and antibullying techniques. Peer mediators are used at times to aide with conflict resolution. It is our
hope that these measures promote an atmosphere of mutual respect and security.
In order to continue to provide a positive environment for our students, we ask for your help
and support in communicating expectations for your child while attending school. Please
encourage them to report anything that risks the safety of others. We all need to look out for
one another.
Unfortunately at times like these, comments meant to be funny are quite upsetting to others
and can cause an avalanche of unnecessary fear and unfortunate actions. This has happened
several times in the past week leading to some students feeling upset and concerned. When
talking to your child, direct them to refrain from the type of comments that may cause alarm,
both in school and on social media. Comments that were viewed as humor in the past are
now cause for obvious concern. Be assured, they are all investigated to the best of our ability.
It is our responsibility to address them when they occur and enact discipline in many cases.
I have always believed in the ability of our families and schools to work together in the best
interest of our students. I thank you for your cooperation in helping the school district to give
your child an environment where they feel safe, secure and ready to achieve.
Sincerely,

Raymond J. Kinder
Superintendent, TASD
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Phone: (570) 668-2570 | Fax: (570) 668-6850 | Online: www.tamaquasd.org

